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Ian Gilbert (left) and
George Townrow.
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Mixing it up
JAMES CALLAGHAN WAS PRIME MINISTER
when Richard Baskeyfield, maintenance foreman
supervisor, was starting out at Eaton Hall. Fast
forward three decades and Richard's enthusiasm
is still as strong as ever. Last year, he saw a way
to slash annual energy bills by more than £5,000
– and make the plant more efficient to boot

It may not come as a surprise that Richard can
pick out ways to improve the site's resin-coating
plant. After all, he was around when it was built
in 1980. But, as the demands of the sand-drying
plant next door changed and with adjustments to
the resin-coating building, Richard spotted a
chance to make a fresh impact to the site.

The sand-dryer was the problem. Even when
it wasn't drying sand, it needed to run its exhaust
fan to keep fumes out of the resin-coating area.
And, with a big 212 kilowatt fan, the energy
costs soon mounted up. 

Not any more. Richard explained: "I kept
thinking, 'Surely there's got to be something else

that would let the resin plant keep running' –
and then I had this simple idea.

"We had a booster fan put in a while ago
and I had the idea of connecting the exhaust
ducting on the speedheater to the speedmuller 
(a big sand-mixer) to let the exhaust fumes out."

After testing airflow pressures to see if it
would work, Richard got the green light to try his
idea out. One Saturday morning and £1,300
later, the new exhaust release scheme was
running. David Davenport, commercial manager,
was delighted with the result. 

"We now produce less waste and some
material is now being recycled as a direct
consequence," he said.

Since then, it's worked perfectly, which 
has pleased colleagues working at the resin-
coating site. 

Added Richard: "The lads now don't have to
wait if the dryer is full or breaks down – they are
over the moon."

WITH MORE THAN 35 YEARS' EXPERIENCE AT TARMAC, RICHARD
BASKEYFIELD KEEPS ON FINDING NEW WAYS TO IMPROVE EATON
HALL FOUNDRY SANDS. USING HIS SECOND-TO-NONE KNOWLEDGE
OF THE SITE, HE HAS SLASHED ENERGY COSTS, AND MADE LIFE
EASIER FOR HIS CO-WORKERS

JOHN HALFPENNY,
SPECIAL SANDS
MANAGER, SAID:  
”As Richard has been
there since the initial
opening of the plant, it
takes a lot of initiative to
keep reviewing how
everything is running. It's
a real credit to Richard
that he was able to see
this simple but innovative
idea when nobody else
saw it.”
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“ ”
I kept thinking, ‘Surely there’s got to be something
else that would let the resin plant keep running’ –
and then I had this simple idea.
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